
An Interview with Dr. Manuel Montes by Dr. Yasuo Hoshino

Yasuo Hoshino
So, how would you like to be call Dr. Montes  or just Montes?
Manuel Montes
Yes.  Dr. Montes.  Just call me Butch.
Yasuo Hoshino
Yes, Butch.
Manuel Montes
Butch Montes.
Yasuo Hoshino 
Butch Montes, I am very glad to meet you today.  I think you are EWCA Chapter Leader of New York Area…
Manuel Montes
Right now, I am Co-Chair.

Yasuo Hoshino
Co-chair.  You are Co-Chair with Anthony Pennings…

Manuel Montes

Anthony Pennings, yes.

Yasuo Hoshino 
First, I’d like to ask your activity at the EWCA Chapter at  New York.

Manuel Montes
Okay, what we have been able to do is to have a dinner twice a year in which we invite a speaker and then we have a discussion about the points made by speaker, you know, an open discussion.

Usually, we find the dinner in an Asian restauarant. The last time, we had it in a Japanese restaurant.  Before that, we used to have it in a Chinese restaurant.  And we get, let’s say, around at the most 20 people to come and it’s a very lively discussion.  The last time we had a speaker who was talking about climate change and the financing of climate change and it was a very funny discussion because one of the former alumni actually has a project in the East River using propellers in the water to generate electricity.  
And another of the alumni there – he was an MBA student.  He had written a critique of the company that this other alumni had helped to start up – they didn’t know each other.  They didn’t know each other until this meeting.  This venture of what they call small-scale electricity generators in the rivers, which was designed by an Engineering Professor in Cooper Union University who is an East-West Center alumnus.  So, that was a very good discussion; very lively discussion.

Yasuo Hoshino

I think, recently, I met Shoji Nishimoto who used to work for United Nations, UNDP.
Manuel Montes
Yes.  He used to work with UNDP and I’m working with the Secretariat.

Yasuo Hoshino 
That’s different?

Manuel Montes
It’s different.  UNDP is a UN agency, whereas I work directly for the Secretary General.  Of course, there are many other operations which work directly with the Secretary General, such as peacekeeping.  The UNDP is mainly a country-based organization.  They have their headquarters here, but most of their operations are actually in the developing countries because there are the development programs of the United Nations.  And before that, Shoji used to work with the ADB, Asian Development Bank.

Yasuo Hoshino
So, there are some other East-West center grantees who work here?
Manuel Montes
Yes.  Actually, the Head of the Division of the Statistics in the Secretariat, in my department, is from the East-West Center.  He is a Singaporean.

Yasuo Hoshino 
You are from Singapore?

Manuel Montes
No, me, I’m from the Philippines.

Yasuo Hoshino
Oh, Philippines.  So, at least how many grantees are working for United Nations?

Manuel Montes
Well, actually, I’m only aware of four, that’s all.  There’s somebody else working in the Population Program who used to actually also be in the East-West Center Population Program and also in the staff like I was; I was in the staff of East-West Center for 10 years in Honolulu.

Yasuo Hoshino 
You worked for East-West Center?

Manuel Montes
Yes.  I left as the Coordinator for Economic Studies.  But I moved to New York.  I actually didn’t join the UN in the beginning.  I worked for 5 years at the Ford Foundation.  I was invited by the Ford Foundation and I left the East-West Center to join the Ford Foundation.
Yasuo Hoshino
In Japan, if you work for a company, usually, you think of lifetime employment, up to a certain compulsory retirement age. Life time I Japan means not all life but predetermined retirement age.
Manuel Montes
I have moved all over the place already.

Yasuo Hoshino
So that means no lifetime employment, but contract based.

Manuel Montes
Contract based.  Yeah. Even at the East-West Center, it was contract based because they gave you 3-year contracts which were renewable forever actually.  Here in the UN, my position is 2 years renewable, 2 years at the time until retirement age.

Yasuo Hoshino
But it is very strange that there is a retirement age in the United Nations, but no retirement in American university or other organizations in the US.
Manuel Montes
In the American University, a mandatory retirement age would be considered discrimination against old people. I think it’s a good idea to have a retirement age in the UN, in order for the younger people to be able to move up.
Yasuo Hoshino

But this is not under the control of American government?

Manuel Montes
No.  UN is not under the mandates of all the member countries of the UN.  We follow all the other US laws, but not the employment laws of the United States.

Yasuo Hoshino 
So, just like a typical – how can I say – European system or other Asian countries?

Manuel Montes
The UN is an extraterritorial entity in the United States.  It’s like an Embassy or something like that they have – they’re only subject to some of the rules but not all of it.

Yasuo Hoshino

How many people are working in United Nations itself?

Manuel Montes
Oh, I cannot count.  I expect maybe at least 30,000.  But, of course, it depends on how you count.

Here, in my department, it’s about 500 people. In this division, it’s like, I am guessing now, maybe around 50 people.  And in this division, I am in-charge of 9 people.

So, my team is a multinational entity, there is an American, there is a Russian, there is somebody from Peru, somebody from Colombia, and somebody from Greece and the UK.  Anyway, this is the stuff that we produce.  We are the ones producing this publication.  Please have these publications.
Yasuo Hoshino 

You write articles in those journals with your name?

Manuel Montes
Well, I can write in my name, but this is a UN publication.  It’s just only in the acknowledgements where my name is showing.  It’s a report for which the UN Secretary General is responsible. 
Yasuo Hoshino
Yes.  So, UNESA [ph] is under Secretary General?

Manuel Montes
Yes.  The Secretary General has departments.  One of the departments is Economic and Social Affairs.  This is the Department of Economic and Social Affairs.  There is a Department for Peacekeeping Operations.  There is a Department for Political Affairs.  Political Affairs provides secretariat support to the Security Council.  We are all in the Secretariat.  We support the delegations that negotiate on different topics in the UN, in the main building across the street.  In our case, we support the negotiations on economic affairs – on economic and social affairs – whereas the Department of Political Affairs support the Security Council’s negotiations, right.  There are many issues – different issues that are under the Secretary General. 
Yasuo Hoshino 
So, you have to go to foreign country as well as staying here…?

Manuel Montes
Most of the time, we are just staying here.

Yasuo Hoshino 
You are staying most of the time?  Deskwork, mainly?
Manuel Montes
Yes.  Basically, we are providing support to the delegations that come to New York to negotiate with each other.  So; for example, this report is requested by ECOSOC – it’s an annual report.  Last year, the report was on climate change.

Yasuo Hoshino 
Climate change, it’s interesting.

Manuel Montes
I can get you a copy.  I’ll make some copy of it.  Last year, I was not yet in-charge of this report but this year I was in-charge. 
Yasuo Hoshino 
They’re not on the home page?
Manuel Montes
Yes.  They are.  You can just download it from their home page.  If you don’t want to bring the luggage, you can download it there

Yasuo Hoshino
Do you have any plan after retirement from UN?
Manuel Montes
I am looking for a job. Well, actually, I was planning to go back to Hawaii, because I have an apartment.  My apartment is still there.  I lived there for 10 years.  Now, I am not sure.  Before, that was my intention because my wife has a big family in Hawaii also.

Yasuo Hoshino 
That’s good.  Hawaii is a good place.  You’re just look like from Hawaii…
Manuel Montes
Now, my problem is that I have a grandson in New Jersey and we’re not sure whether we should – maybe I have to look for a job in this area.

Yasuo Hoshino

I was surprised to know that you have many titles from East-West Center, many programs; you’ve got many programs from East-West Center by various types of funds or programs.
Manuel Montes
Because when I was at the East-West Center for 10 years, it kept reorganizing.

Yasuo Hoshino

I didn’t know your titles, from East-West Center home page. I got scholarship under the name of Open Grant, so OG, in my case OG.  In your case, several names, what are those?
Manuel Montes
When I joined the East-West Center, in the beginning, it was called – the unit I joined was Resource Systems Institute and then it became the International Economic and Development Program.
Yasuo Hoshino 
So, it changed name.

Manuel Montes

And then it became the International Economic Program.  And then later on they closed that and it just became Economic Studies which I became the coordinator of.

Yasuo Hoshino 
So, there are four names?
Manuel Montes
Yeah.  There are four names.

Yasuo Hoshino 
I was surprised.

Manuel Montes
No.  That was a very turbulent time. Victor-Li headed the center for, I think, 20 years and he was forced to retire.  And we had an academic from from Michigan who stayed only 2 years.  We had an interim person and then came Charles Morrison.  So, it was a very turbulent time at the East-West Center.
Yasuo Hoshino 
East-West Center is asking us to have a better global network and asking us to raise fund. So when I visited Sydney this past March, I sent a email to the leader of Sydney Chapter of EWCA. However, no reply and not possible to contact by telephone which listed on EWCA HP. Same thing happened when I visited Beijing this past June.  We need to have better network. I would like to have better relationship with other Chapter. 
Manuel Montes

No answer. I see.  But how many Chapters in Japan?

Yasuo Hoshino

Four chapters, Tokyo. Kansai, Okinawa and Nagoya.  Nagoya is comparatively new.
Manuel Montes

Four chapters, okay.

Yasuo Hoshino 

Just before 50th Anniversary of EWC/EWCA, there was a chapter leader workshop in Honolulu where I attended.
Manuel Montes
I was in the 50th Anniversary conference.

Yasuo Hoshino 
You were there?
Manuel Montes

Yeah, I was there.

Yasuo Hoshino
I didn’t know.  I am sorry.
Manuel Montes
No, we didn’t meet.

Yasuo Hoshino 
As a Chapter Leader I attended it, but you didn’t attend the Chapter Leader Workshop. 
Manuel Montes
I didn’t attend because we were launching the World Economic and Social Survey in New York on the day before and, therefore, they told me since you cannot attend all the 2 days, you cannot attend.  So, Anthony attended both days, and I wasn’t able to attend.  This book was launched the day – I think, June 30 was the first day of the Chapter Leaders meeting.  I couldn’t attend.  I was still here in New York.

Yasuo Hoshino 
In New York, you were very busy.  So, thank you very much for a nice talk.

END


